February 1, 2017

American security for Americans both
at home and abroad, and by and large,
it has been very successful.

It is our first constitutional duty to
ensure the national defense and the
safety of Americans, but I think Presi-
dent Trump’s executive order is doing
the opposite. The executive order will
create a rallying cry for Islamic ex-
tremists around the world to say that
America is now engaged in a war
against the religion of Islam. No good
can come from that. It is clear that
this executive order is putting Emon
and her father in harm’s way in
Djibouti.

So, Mr. President, Secretary Kelly, 1
appeal to your compassion and to your
common sense. This 12-year-old girl,
Emon, has been extremely vetted for 6
years or whatever you would like to
call it. She is not a threat to our coun-
try. Let her join her American family.

My staff and I are working diligently
through the appropriate channels with
the Department of Homeland Security
and the Department of State to bring
Mr. Ali and his daughter home as soon
as possible.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are advised to direct their re-
marks to the Chair and not to the
President.

——————

RECTIFICATION FOR MERRICK
GARLAND

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. AL GREEN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, in April of 1963, literary history was
made when Dr. King published his let-
ter from the Birmingham jail.

In that letter, Mr. Speaker, Dr. King
proclaimed: ‘‘Injustice anywhere is a
threat to justice everywhere.”” Mr.
Speaker, these words were true then
and they are true today. Injustice any-
where is still a threat to justice every-
where.

And, Mr. Speaker, when the Repub-
lican leadership decided to hold up
Merrick Garland, they did more than
hold up a nominee. They did more than
prevent him from being heard. They
did more than approve him such that
he could become a Justice on the Su-
preme Court. They did more than pre-
vent President Obama from having the
opportunity to appoint a nominee to
the Supreme Court, Mr. Speaker.

When they held up Merrick Garland,
they hijacked justice. They hijacked
justice and prevented the American
people from having the opportunity to
hear of the credentials of Merrick Gar-
land so that he could receive just con-
sideration. They didn’t have to approve
him, but they should have in the sense
of justice. They should have given him
the opportunity to be heard.

They hijacked justice. When you hi-
jack justice, this type of injustice can-
not go unchecked. We cannot allow the
legitimization of that hijacking to
take place today.

If we move forward with the nominee
being proposed by the Republican lead-
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ership by the President of the United
States, this would be an effort not only
to legitimize, it would legitimize the
process that they employed to hijack
justice.

I refuse to stand with those who
would hijack justice. The American
people refuse to stand with those who
would hijack justice. The American
people are demanding that a just sys-
tem be in place.

The only way a just system can be in
place is for what happened to Merrick
Garland to be rectified. This is not re-
taliation that I am speaking of. This is
not retaliation. This is rectification.

There has to be rectification for what
happened to Merrick Garland, and rec-
tification requires that the Senate
take up Merrick Garland. I believe the
American people want the Senate to
take up Merrick Garland so that he,
too, can receive justice; so that this
country can receive justice; so that the
American people can receive justice; so
that they can hear about Merrick Gar-
land’s credentials.

Yes, the current nominee has great
credentials, but so does Merrick Gar-
land. There are many adjectives that
can be used to describe the current
nominee, but there are many great ad-
jectives that can be utilized to describe
Merrick Garland.

Merrick Garland deserves his day.
Without his day, we cannot go forward
in a just way. So I encourage the
American people to do that which is
just; contact those who have a voice in
this and say to them: Do not approve
any nominee until there is justice for
Merrick Garland and justice for the
American people, justice for what oc-
curred when they hijacked a nominee
to the Supreme Court, hijacked a nom-
ination, hijacked an opportunity. Hi-
jacking cannot be tolerated.

Dr. King was right; injustice any-
where is still a threat to justice every-
where. But he also went on to say im-
mediately thereafter that life is an “‘in-
escapable network of mutuality, tied in
a single garment of destiny. Whatever
affects one directly, affects all indi-
rectly.”

This hijacking that took place last
year is going to impact all in this
country indirectly because every per-
son in this country will be subjected to
the rulings of a Supreme Court with a
nominee that will have an asterisk by
his name because his opportunity ex-
ists as a result of a hijacking that took
place.

Injustice anywhere is a threat to jus-
tice everywhere, and we ought to real-
ize that this injustice cannot be toler-
ated and must be rectified. It is not re-
taliation. It is rectification.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the Sen-
ate.

——
DO NOT DESTROY THE AMERICAN
DREAM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
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Connecticut (Ms. DELAURO) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
share a story that has weighed heavy
on my heart.

The President speaks about keeping
America safe. He speaks about building
a wall. He speaks about deporting un-
documented immigrants. His rhetoric
of hate and fear is causing millions of
families unspeakable pain. This is hap-
pening in every community across our
country and it is happening in my com-
munity.

I want to share a letter I received
from one of my office’s most dedicated
interns one week after the election.
This young man was such a positive
force in my office. He took on tasks
with a smile. He had an insatiable ap-
petite for learning about our govern-
ment. He was one of the finest interns
our office has ever seen.

I was proud to have him to be one of
the first people that our constituents
interacted with when they contacted
our office. But a week after the elec-
tion, this young man, Sergio, went
home. He left me this letter, which I
will read to you in its entirety because
Sergio tells his own story better than I
ever could:

‘“Dear Representative DeLauro:

“I was honored to intern in your
Washington office and learn more
about the government of the United
States, and more specifically respond-
ing to constituents’ concerns. Walking
through the long tunnels that connect
the congressional buildings to the Cap-
itol I began to envision myself working
in the District of Columbia upon grad-
uation. But like for many people, the
election results have forced me to take
a different path.

““After the Presidential election, all
the stability that had allowed my fam-
ily and me to become part of the Amer-
ican life was turned into fear and doubt
about our future. Not only has the
President-elect vowed to deport mil-
lions of undocumented immigrants, but
he also promised to remove the DACA
program. For this reason, I had to re-
turn to New Haven and assist my fam-
ily as we figure out which decisions are
the best to take moving forward. Thus,
I am sorry to inform you that I will no
longer be able to continue my intern-
ship in your Washington, D.C. office.

“I want to express that while I am in
constant fear questioning whether I
will be able to complete my under-
graduate degree, or if my U.S.-citizen
sister will be separated from us, I am
not giving in. My best memory work-
ing in your office was running into an
old employer who came to the office
for a Capitol tour. Reflecting on the as-
pirations I had working as a busser to
get myself through high school, I re-
member your persona always providing
me with hope. That hope has grown ex-
ponentially as I reminisce on the times
you walked into the office and greeted
all your interns with such gratitude
and enthusiasm.

“With infinite gratitude, Sergio.”
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